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officers were questioned under oath. No shred of available
evidence, therefore, was overlooked; and in the light of that
evidence all recommendations were made.
The Report appeared in three volumes, consuming twelve
hundred quarto pages, and, to use the Chairman's phrase,
it was "very strong". The Commissioners found that nearly
all the charges against the Poor Law Institutions were deeply
grounded in fact. The barrack system upon which the Poor
Law administration was founded, was proven mechanical
and soul-destroying; for the human products it turned
out were more like "robots" than thinking citizens with
personalities and wills. In truth, the routine of barrack life,
with its threadbare methods and treadmill procedure, the
Commissioners found chiefly successful in crushing out every
spark of ingenuity a Poor Law child might naturally possess,
and in substituting a sullen moroseness.
Drab, soulless monotony was, however, by no means the
Poor Law Institutions' only vice. It was found true that
thousands of Poor Law boys, at sixteen, were turned upon
the world with no idea of any trade. So, lacking the initiative
and even the physique of the average casual labourer, a dis-
quietingly large percentage drifted into such precarious
livelihoods as vending matches in city streets; and this
existence failing, many joined the army of crime or drifted
back under Poor Law roofs—as adult paupers. Thus the
number of their wards thrown back upon the State for
support as paupers or prisoners proved, beyond dispute, the
paralysing effect of Poor Law barrack schools for boys.
The tragedy of Poor Law girls, nevertheless, was found
even more lamentable, and the problem they presented
was certainly more disastrous to Society. Every year hundreds
of girls in their middle teens, it was discovered, went forth
from Poor Law Institutions without the faintest knowledge
of anything wherewith to earn a living. Hence many sank
to a life of shame; while among those who retained their
purity, appalling numbers, like their Poor Law brothers,

